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Politics of symbolization affects the semantics of identities and power relations between various subjects,
and encompasses the changing meanings of social spaces, times, historical narratives, as well as modalities
of collective memory. The volume focuses on politics of symbolization across Central and Eastern Europe
understood as complex spaces of semiosis that are rife with similarities and differences. Politics of sym-
bolization consists of various strategies of referring to past collective experiences from the perspective of
projected visions and representations of the future. The European Union and its politics of symbolization
is relevant in this respect. The volume facilitates understanding of the problems associated with politics of
symbolization in Central and Eastern Europe.
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The volume is an original synthesis, mainly based on analyses performed within the project titled Continuity
and Change: One Hundred Years of Development of the Polish Countryside, which was carried out in 2015–
2019 at the Institute of Rural and Agricultural Development of the Polish Academy of Sciences.
The aim of this project was to provide a multifaceted description of the processes forming the picture of
the countryside’s changing role in Poland’s economic, social and cultural life in the 100 years since the
country regained its independence, i.e. in the years 1918–2018.
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